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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN JULIUS 
GENACHOWSKI STATEMENT ON RETRANSMISSION DISPUTES

"I commend Sinclair and Mediacom for agreeing to an eight-day extension of their 
retransmission consent agreement, which was set to expire tonight. This extension, to midnight 
January 8, 2010, will avert the frustration that Mediacom customers would have experienced if 
Sinclair stations had ceased to be available over Mediacom systems at midnight tonight. It will 
give Sinclair and Mediacom additional time to resolve their negotiations successfully, as 
hundreds of other broadcasters and cable companies have done throughout the country, so that 
viewers will have uninterrupted access to popular broadcast programming.

"I hope and expect that the parties will use this extension to come to terms by the January 8 
expiration date. But at the end of the day, the companies will have to accept shared 
responsibility for protecting their audience's interests, as the current framework governing 
retransmission consent agreements contemplates. Assuming that the parties negotiate in good 
faith during the extension, therefore, I will not seek a further continuation of carriage absent a 
new agreement between the parties.

"I have urged Fox and Time Warner Cable to agree to a temporary extension of carriage if they 
do not come to terms on a new carriage agreement today, in order to prevent disruption to their 
viewers. Companies shouldn’t force cable-watching football fans to scramble for other means of 
TV delivery on New Year’s weekend.

"I thank the Media Bureau for its diligent work on this important matter."
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